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Dublin, a city of words with a proud literary
tradition - looking to the future
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The Samuel Beckett bridge (2009) spanning the River Liffey in Dublin



Anticipated Benefits of Designation

Export ‘Brand Dublin’ around the world by increasing
international recognition of Dublin’s unique literary
identity

Encourage commercial opportunities for tourism and
creative industries

Provide a common platform on which resources, expertise
and marketing can be pooled in the interests of cultural
tourism

Increase corporate and local pride in the literary tradition
and current vibrant literary scene

Support a definition of cultural identity
Promote appreciation of a reading culture
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Designation Opportunities — to date

Recognition of literature and its extended reach
Government support

Goodwill and enthusiasm

Pride

Tourism
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UNESCO Designation - key message of Irish tourism organisations in 2011
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Case Study -
Writers’ Engagement Events

What does Dublin UNESCO City of Literature mean to you?

Not just a glorious past, but an opportunity to celebrate living writers and
living literature

Opportunity for visitors to experience literature
A designation for everyone

What are the key benefits of Dublin being a City of Literature?

Increased awareness of Irish writing & wider Irish culture, nationally &
internationally

Badge of honour for the city, presenting Ireland in a positive light
Cohesive voice for a fragmented sector
Create a platform for Irish literature
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Writers’ Engagement Event in the National Library of Ireland




How can we use City of Literature brand to promote & develop
Irish literature?

* Create positive impact on literacy rates

e Mentor emerging writers

 Encourage engagement with readers

e Collaborate with other Irish cities and Cities of Literature

How can we harness the potential of the literary community to
foster innovation and collaboration?

* Look outward - not inward
* Create a central location for writers & writing to create synergies

 Explore linkages created by International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award &
agencies such as EUNIC & international departments in universities

* Increase partnership approach between literary organisations
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Case Study -
Dublin: One City One Book

Festival for month of April encouraging people to read book
connected with the city.

2011 - Ghost Light by Joseph O’Connor set in 1907 Dublin features
playwright J.M. Synge and national theatre actress Molly Allgood,

Events - talks and activities on Irish drama, poetry, photography,
dance, costume - general public, academics, children

Most borrowed book in Irish libraries and No. 1 on bestsellers list
for last 5 weeks

Shadowed by three libraries in U.S. & university in Nigeria
Estimated involvement by ¢10,000 people
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Case Study — Story Spark

Collaborative project between Children’s Books Ireland, Poetry Ireland
and The Ark Children’s Cultural Centre combining verbal arts with
literature and technology

Four-week celebration of books and words in November and December
2010. School and family audience engaged with storytelling and
literature. Showcased Irish and international talent in writing and
storytelling and designed to publicise UNESCO designation

Storytelling performances and workshops led by master storytellers

Specially designed ‘story library’ with audio and written stories allowing
children to listen to pre-recorded stories, read stories and create their
own original tales both in audio and written format

Stories now held in City Archives
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Strategic Plan

Highlight and promote Dublin’s cultural assets on a global
platform

Make creativity an essential element of local economic and
social development

Share knowledge across cultural clusters around the world

Cultivate innovation through the exchange of know-how,
experiences and technological expertise
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